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SELF ASSESSED 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
CANADIAN FARMING  
 

11a.  How well informed would you say you are about Canadian 
farming practices in general? Would you say you …?  

93%  
of Canadians know little or 

nothing about farming practices. 



Do consumers want to know more about 
farming practices? 

64%  
Yes 



Talking to Canadians 
• Less than 3% of Ontarians 
farm. 
 
• The average Canadian 
doesn’t know any farmers  
 
•The average Canadian has 
disposable income and a lot 
of choice. 
 
•The average Canadian gets 
their information from the 
media and the internet. 
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Everything can seem scary!  
• Confinement housing 
• Antibiotics 
• Hormones 
• Wheat  
• Red Meat  
• GMOs 
• Pesticides 
• Fat 
• Sugar 
• Chemicals 
• Corporations 



Top consumer concerns 

• GMOs 
• Pesticide/herbicide use 
• Antibiotics 
• Hormones 



Food labels don’t help 



Food labels don’t help 



What????? 



• Four editions 
• Almost 4 million copies since 2006 
• Funded by 76 companies, commodity 

groups and individuals 
• Globe and Mail – May 12, 2018 





• 160 litres of apple cider 
• 240 kg of eggs – that’s 5240 

medium eggs! 
• 4,400 pork breakfast sausages 
• 1512 cartons (358 litres) of white 

and chocolate milk 
• 8 bushels of apples 
• 200 kilograms of pancake mix 

(dry) 
• 24 litres of maple syrup 





Food Bloggers of 
Canada conference 



Food Influencer tours 

• 113 tours since 2004 
• 3,400 guests 
• Visiting 170 Ontario farms and 

research facilities 



Registered Dietitian tour,  
September, 2017 



Fanshawe College 
Culinary students - 2017 



Moving the needle 

• Before the tour, guests thought it took 5 to 10 days for eggs to 
get from the farm to the store. After the tour, they all correctly 
answered 3 to five. 
 

• Before the tour, guests rated farmers as a 5/7 in terms of their 
attention to animal welfare. After the tour, the number had 
climbed to a 6.5/7 
 

• Before the tour, guests said that they had a trust level of 4/7 for 
GMO crops; After the tour, that number had climbed to a 5.5. 

 







Advocacy training for farmers 

April 17 – Southwestern Ontario 
April 24 – Eastern Ontario 
 
Free to EFO growers – 
dlange@getcracking.ca  
 

mailto:dlange@getcracking.ca


2018 Breakfast on the Farm 

June 23 – Ancaster. Cranston family farm – 
dairy and grain. 
 
Registration and volunteer bookings open 
April 11. 

September 8 – North Gower. Foster 
Custom farming – beef and grain 
 
Registration and volunteer bookings open 
in June.  





Get involved!  

Gold memberships $5,000 

Silver Membership $1,500 

Supporter Memberships $250 

• Volunteer at Breakfast on the Farm 
• Host a farm tour  
• Buy a box of Real Dirt on Farming booklets – and give them to 

people who need them 
• Attend our annual conference April 11, 2018 in Milton 
• Your ideas here… 



Thank you EFO! 
www.FarmFoodCareON.org           www.RealDirtonFarming.ca  

 
 Follow up questions:  kelly@farmfoodcare.org 
     (519) 837-1326 
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