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• March 7 & 8

March: Scott Graham   
 EFO Chair

Left: Facebook post thanking EFO and (above): Get Cracking 
logo visible on awards podium backdrop.

EFO HITS THE SLOPES WITH NEW PARTNERSHIP
Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) recently formed a new 
partnership with World Snowsports Events Group (WSEG) as 
a Podium Level Partner of the 2019 Audi FIS Ski Cross World 
Cup, held at the end of January in Blue Mountain.

As part of this partnership, EFO provided materials for 

volunteer gift bags and EFO branding was in the volunteer 
room. The Get Cracking logo was also present on the video 
wall, presentation backdrop, awards backdrop, finish corral 
banners and finish zone sail flags. 

• Comments from the Coop, 
by Andy DeWeerd, Pullet 
Director

• Egg Ambassador Training 
• EFO Recipe Outreach



• Euthanasia training and 
validation information sheet

• Promotional Items Order 
Form

Valérie recuperates in hospital following her 
accident. (from Valérie Grenier’s Facebook page. 

VALÉRIE GRENIER  
INJURED DURING TRAINING

The activities and significant progress in 
the update I recently prepared for Egg 
Farmers of Ontario’s (EFO’s) upcoming 
Annual Report also gave me pause to 
take a long-term look back at some 
of the significant milestones we have 
achieved working together for pullet 
farmers over the last four or five years.

Perhaps most significantly in that 
time period, EFO Directors and pullet 
contractors were able to settle on a 
common pullet growing fee in 2015. 
This was a two-step process, which 
resulted in pullet farmers receiving 
fair pullet prices based on the Cost of 
Production (COP). All parties agreed 
to a price increase of $1.75 on day-old 
chicks placed from January 1, 2015, and 
then increased to $2.12 on placements 
after September 1, 2015. For the first 
time ever, the growing fee reflected 
the actual cost to grow a 19-week old 
pullet. Achieving pullet prices based on 
COP was a tremendous breakthrough 
and provided a firm foundation for our 
sector.

Significant growth also meant 
a pullet allowance increase of five 
per cent in 2015, to be followed 
by another five per cent in 2016. 
Utilization had never been higher and 
this growth was a great indication of 
more improvements the sector would 
achieve.

On February 6, Alpine Canada released a 
statement that ski team member Valérie 
Grenier suffered an injury to her right leg 
during training in Sweden.

Valérie underwent surgery that evening to 
help repair her broken right leg and ankle. 
Unfortunately, this will prevent her from 
competing this season.

EFO wishes Valérie a quick and steady 
recovery!

Another major accomplishment was 
the development of the Care of Pullets 
Guidebook – a guide that defined best 
practices for raising pullets. This move 
meant we took control of our future and 
positioned ourselves as the champions 
of the care of our birds. The guidebook 
covers all aspects of pullet care, such as 
housing, record keeping and inspections. 
This guide, developed in 2016, is 
currently being updated to the new 
requirements in the Code of Practice 
for the Care and Handling of Pullets and 
Laying Hens.

The COP process continued and 
during 2018, Pullet Growers of Canada 
commissioned a COP survey for 
pullets – Ontario and Manitoba have 
been surveyed and work is underway 
in Quebec and COP data from 
conventional and aviary housing systems 
will be compared. The data analysis from 
this effort is expected in March 2019.

The last year also saw significant 
consultations lead to work to improve 
pullet quota utilization in Ontario. 
Following up on concerns about 
how pullet leasing was working, EFO 
conducted a farmer consultation and 
review of the Pullet Leasing Pool 
Policy during 2018. This process was 
completed in December and pullet 
farmers were notified of the revised 
policy to be effective January 1, 2019.

The foundation of the policy is that 
pullet quota is the first and primary 
mechanism to support provincial layer 
quota allocation with pullet leasing 
as a secondary tool to support the 
effective utilization of pullet quota and 
management of egg production.

Last but not least, in December EFO 
made a decision to increase Ontario 
pullet quotas by five per cent for 2019 
in response to the strong growth in 
egg demand and increases in national 
layer allocation coming and expected to 
continue in 2019.

As pullet farmers, we can all 
feel proud of how much we have 
accomplished together to position 
our farms for future success. I always 
appreciate the opportunity to continue 
to work together to improve fairness, 
returns and long-term sustainability and 
prosperity for all pullet farm families in 
Ontario.
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COMMENTS FROM THE COOP
BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE  
FOR PULLET FARM FAMILIES
By Andy DeWeerd, Pullet Director
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2018 
PRODUCTION 
STATISTICS
(in boxes of 15 dozen)
Ontario Production
(week ending #52)
2018 – 17,973,594
2017 – 17,683,521

Ontario IP
(week ending #52)
2018 – 3,899,685
2017 –  4,388,093

Ontario EFP
(week ending #52)
2018 – 1,187,242
2017 – 1,187,409

US Shell Egg Imports  
to Ontario (week ending 
December 29, 2018 - #52)
2018 – 2,465,698
2017 – 1,567,706

EGG AMBASSADOR TRAINING:  
BE PREPARED THIS EVENT SEASON!
With the 2019 event season rapidly approaching, many farmers are looking for 
guidance when speaking directly with consumers. There are lots of dos and don’ts 
that we follow when communicating with the public, but who knows what they all 
are!

Egg Farmers of Ontario, together with Farm & Food Care, is offering a  
speak-up training session for new and experienced Egg Ambassadors.  The sessions 
will run from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. the evening before the Annual General 
Meeting (Monday, March 25) at the Niagara Fallsview Hotel.   

The session will review a number of topics, including speaking up about farming, 
dealing with difficult people, working with media and much more. 

EFO has revised our farmer payment structure for 2019 fairs by adding an Egg 
Ambassador Premium. In recognition of the commitment farmers are putting 
towards improving communication and consumer engagement skills, those 
participating in Egg Ambassador training sessions offered through EFO will be 
compensated at a higher rate for participating in fairs during 2019.

For more information or to register for this session, please contact Donna Lange, 
Public Affairs Manager at dlange@getcracking.ca.

With our 
condolences

Egg Farmers of 
Ontario (EFO) would 
like to extend our 
deepest sympathies 
to the Chaudary 
family (Zone 4). 
Amina Chaudary.  
wife of Akhtar 
and mother of 
Imran, passed away 
February 1, 2019.
Our thoughts go to 
the family during this 
difficult time.

EGG FARMERS OF CANADA LAUNCHES  
EGG QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM

Egg Farmers of Canada (EFC) officially 
launched the Egg Quality Assurance program 
at the beginning of February. This program is an 
industry-wide initiative that certifies Canadian 
eggs are produced according to strict food safety 
and animal welfare standards.

All EQA certified eggs have met the highest 
standards of EFC’s Start Clean-Stay Clean™ and 
Animal Care programs. EQA ensures Canadians 
get fresh, local, high-quality eggs produced by 
Canadian farmers.

To learn more about the program, please visit 
eggquality.ca.

EFO RECIPES CREATE  
INSPIRATION THIS FEBRUARY

To promote Egg Farmers of Ontario’s 
(EFO’s) collection of recipes, several of 
EFO’s culinary creations were promoted 
in traditional news print and television 
markets.

Rita Demontis, national lifestyle and 
food editor for Sun Media, published 
several of our recipes in two features with 
creative menu ideas for Superbowl and 
Oscar parties. Publications included The 
Toronto Sun and The Calgary Sun.

On February 28, Home Economist Judy 
Scott Welden was on CTV News at Noon 
(Kitchener) showcasing our comforting  
Slow Cooker Western Omelette Brunch 
Bake and Chocolate Raspberry Bread 
Pudding recipes.
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FARMER 
NOTICES

Reminder: New policies and 
procedures will be updated and 
posted on EFO’s farmer website 
at www.getcracking.ca/members/
operations-quota as they come into 
effect and will no longer be mailed to 
all farmers. 
Policies, procedures and documents 
posted on EFO’s farmer website 
contain the most up-to-date 
versions and should be used for 
all policy interpretation and quota 
transactions. Please check this site 
frequently.
If further information or clarification 
on any matter is required, farmers 
should contact EFO’s office.

EFO POLICIES, 
PROGRAMS AND 
PROCEDURES ONLINE

How to contact EFO Zone Directors
Your Directors are available to address any questions and 
comments you may have pertaining to your industry.

ZONE
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
Pullet

DIRECTOR
Scott Helps
Dianne McComb
Dan Veldman
Roger Pelissero
Brian Miller
Scott Graham
Scott Brookshaw
Hubert Schillings
Craig Hunter
Marc Bourdon
Andy DeWeerd

EMAIL ADDRESS
shelps@ymail.com
gizmo53.dm@gmail.com
dveldd@gmail.com
rpelisseroeggs@gmail.com
bwmiller@quadro.net
scottgraham06@gmail.com
sbrookshaw@sympatico.ca
chschillings@hotmail.ca
chunter@burnbraefarms.com
marc@bourdon.ca
abdeweerd@hsfx.ca

PHONE
519-464-2744
519-494-5360
519-801-5216
905-984-0279
519-235-1126
519-284-1300
519-671-7568
905-260-0951
613-341-2006
613-551-5071
519-502-5385

Egg Farmers of Ontario Mission Statement The Mission of Egg Farmers of Ontario 
is to provide customers with a supply of safe, high-quality eggs at a fair price and a 
return to egg and pullet farmers achieved through fair farm pricing, within a stable 
national supply management system.

ANNUAL MEETING 
REGISTRATION
Egg Farmers of Ontario’s (EFO’s) 
54th Annual Meeting will be held 
March 26 & 27 at the Niagara 
Fallsview Casino Resort. Invitations 
have recently been sent out. 
To register online, visit https://
www.getcracking.ca/members/
article/54th-annual-meeting-
registration and follow the on-
screen instructions.
Please note, the registration 
deadline is March 11, 2019. For 
further information, please contact 
EFO’s office.

REMINDER: 
EUTHANASIA TRAINING
If you or an employee on your 
farm has not completed the 
mandatory euthanasia training, 
the course is still available online. 
Farmers and employees still 
requiring this training should 
contact Albert Visser via email 
at avisser@getcracking.ca to 
register for the online course.
Please see attached insert for 
more information.

EGGS IN THE NEWS
‘An egg is an egg’:  
Innisfil egg farmer
The Innisfil Journal
February 22
By Bryan Meyers

Harry Eisses has been an egg farmer in 
Innisfil since 1989.

Laying hens outnumber people in 
the Town of Innisfil.

There are other sources, but just one 
farm, purchased by the Eisses family 
in 1989, has a hen population of about 
50,000.

And with an efficiency near 97 per 
cent, there are enough eggs for every 
single resident to enjoy about one and 
a half eggs each and every day. It only 
takes one full-time employee to keep 
the barn running.

As high-tech as the laying operation 
is, the farm store, where customers 
can get Farm Fresh eggs, is self-serve. 
Visitors select their eggs and drop 
their payment down a slot, just like 
they would at any other farm gate 
operation.

The farm produces white and brown 
eggs, and customers can even buy 
cracked eggs at a discount.

Typically, brown eggs fetch a higher 
price at the market, but Harry Eisses, 
a first-generation egg farmer said all 
eggs are created equal.

“An egg is an egg,” Eisses said. 
“Really there’s no difference in 
nutritional value.”

Though, depending on the hen’s diet, 
taste may vary.

What increases the price of brown 
eggs is the size of the chicken.

“Brown hens are bigger chickens,” 
Eisses said, “so they do eat more feed.”

Feed is sourced from corn and soy 
grown on the farm and fertilized with 
manure from the hens.

The birds live in colonies of about 
70, with access to a perch area, 
scratching area, and a place to nest, 
with room to spread their wings.

The challenge of farming, Eisses 
said, is sourcing good birds and keeping 
them well-fed.

Though, breaking into the egg 
industry isn’t easy.

“There are so many dollars involved 
it’s hard to get into,” Eisses said. “If 
you’re born into it, that’s fine. It’s hard 
to get started, but what isn’t?”


