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• EFO Annual Meeting June 25 (via Zoom webinar)
• July 2 & 3 (via teleconference)
• August 5 & 6 (via teleconference)

UPCOMING BOARD OF 
DIRECTOR’S MEETINGS:

SOCIAL MEDIA OPENS UP BARN 
DOORS DURING LOCAL FOOD WEEK
To help celebrate Local Food Week (June 1 to 7) here in Ontario, Zone 3 egg farmer 
Megan Veldman opened her barn door for all to see during a Facebook live tour.

The tour was one of several “live” online tours hosted by Farm and Food Care Ontario 
during the week-long schedule of events.

Megan’s tour was held June 3 and included a walk-through of the packing room and 
equipment, the use of technology on her farm, how and where eggs are stored on the 
farm and how often the grading station trucks pick up the eggs. She then continued 
into the barn and discussed where the hens live on her farm.

Worried you missed out on the tour? You can catch it here: https://www.facebook.
com/170285189735910/videos/667967777385498

Telling your 
story in 2020

Egg farmer Megan Veldman 
doesn’t let social  

distancing get in the way  
of sharing her farm story. 
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REMINDERS 
AND UPDATES
REMINDER: quality program  
compliance dates are not  
extended by requests to Board

EFO would like to remind all egg and pullet 
farmers that requests for reconsideration 
or appeals of administration of quality 
program requirements do not extend the 
timelines on compliance dates.

While a “stay” or hold on some types of 
Board policies are connected with different 
requests for reconsideration or appeals can 
occur under certain circumstances – that 
does not apply with the administration 
of the Start Clean-Stay Clean Program, 

The COVID-19 situation is making people 
re-evaluate the priorities, practices and 
processes in their business and personal 
lives. 
An extra layer of learning, for me personally, 
has been added by my new role as one of 
the 11 board members of Egg Farmers of 
Ontario (EFO).

Many think the term ‘new normal’ might 
be referring to what is happening around 
all of us. But I think that we, as egg farmers, 
can be thankful that our world (hopefully) 
hasn’t been impacted all that much. We’re 
still able to work every day, we aren’t 
strangers to biosecurity and we put our 
hen’s health and welfare at top priority.
My normal has changed significantly in the 
past few months and not from the virus! 
Since joining the board, my eyes have been 
opened to how much time is spent making 
decisions- ‘sitting around the table’- in the 
virtual sense! I have included a picture of 
the board table from our home. I always 
have a snack nearby, usually popcorn and 
I’m thankful for the lack of traffic getting to 
and from the office.

Animal Care Program or Egg Quality 
Assurance program requirements.

As a specific example, a Corrective Action 
Report (CAR) issued by EFO under any 
program has a specific timeline required. 
This timeline and the requirements for the 
farmer are not changed by any request for 
reconsideration or appeal.

 UPDATE: Code of Practice

One brief reminder that the new minimum 
space allowance of 67 square inches per bird 
for conventional housing is now enforced as 
part of the Animal Care Program.
This reminder is further to the email 
communication (June 11)  to Ontario 
egg and pullet farmers  regarding “Code 

A lot of people probably wonder why things 
take so long to implement when it comes to 
board matters. When we make decisions for 
ourselves or at our farm, there are usually 
a limited number of people involved. We 
might consult with some other folks around 
us, but ultimately, the major decision is 
yours to make and will most likely impact a 
limited number of those around you. 

Now imagine trying to make a decision, 
add ten other mindsets to that,  covering 
10 different regions of Ontario, over 400 
families and then try to make a decision. 
It isn’t easy! The impact of making one 
change can affect so many other things; 
a simple answer is never simple. It might 
seem like an easy answer when it comes to 
your farm, but there are so many other farm 
families that have to be thought about when 
decisions are made. 
Unfortunately, some farms might be 
impacted differently than others, but 
looking at the bigger picture, not just as an 
individual farmer, but collectively as a zone, 
as an entire province, is so important. No 
one likes change, it impacts our daily life. 
But if we don’t have change, we can become 
complacent and our industry won’t move 
forward.
Different opinions are what make the 
world go round…what would it be like if we 
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INFORMATION update
Above: COVID-19 has changed many things, including 

where business is conducted. EFO’s board table has taken 
on many forms, including where EFO Director Tonya 

Haverkamp represents Zone 6 at meetings.

all thought the same? While we will not 
always agree with decisions that are made 
or changes that come about, it is important 
to remember that in the end, change is what 
drives us forward. 
We can be thankful that we can provide eggs 
for our families, communities, provinces all 
across Canada. We are able to earn a stable 
income for what we do. We know that what 
we provide to those around us will always be 
needed. We are all part of a bigger picture; 
the more than 500 egg farm families across 
Ontario!

by Tonya Haverkamp 
Zone 6 Director

NEW ‘NORMAL’

of Practice for the Care and Handling of 
Pullets and Laying Hens” update.

It is important to remember that  Ontario 
farmers need to be in compliance with 
EFO’s On-Farm Food Safety and Animal 
Care programs, in addition to the national 
program

We continue to work with EFC’s Animal 
Care Program Redevelopment Project 
Team as to when EFC will be in a position 
to release the re-developed animal care 
program based on the 2017 Pullet & Layer 
Code of Practice.

EFO expects farmers will be given 18 
months notice of any changes in mandatory 
elements as part of the implementation 
schedule to provide adequate time to make 
business decisions on their farms.



The balance of forces in the current egg 
market mean that some further Early Flock 
Removal actions are now required to bring 
the short-term egg supply more in line 
with demand. The imbalance in the market 
is showing up as increased eggs held in 
temporary storage, which exceeded 100,000 
boxes of eggs in Canada by this week.

Direction from Egg Farmers of Canada 
(EFC) to all provinces about reductions that 
are needed was reviewed and discussed in 
detail at the meeting.

EFO’s Board decided to act to remove 
approximately 200,000 hens from 
production funded under EFC’s Early 
Flock Removal program in the next two 
weeks to address the current oversupply 

situation. A further 50,000 will be chosen 
for removal the following week. Last month, 
38,500 birds had already been removed. 
This will bring the reduction in Ontario 
to almost 300,000 birds before the end of 
June. Ontario’s removals are part of about 
1,200,000 birds that are being taken out of 
production early across all provinces.

A Board subcommittee that will include 
staff and stakeholders will be used to 
identify farms to be directed to participate 
in the program. Flocks that are within about 
the last 10 to 12 weeks of lay are the most 
suitable for removal, depending also on 
egg and production type and other factors. 
The formula for payment from EFC for 
egg production from birds removed early 
is essentially revenue neutral for the farms 

selected. In addition, any increases over 
normal end-of-lay depopulation costs will 
also be compensated to the farms involved.

While shell egg sales are still up, this trend 
has softened and processed egg demand 
is still down significantly. There is some 
move to open up businesses, but the rate of 
improvement is expected to be fairly slow. 
Early Flock Removal will address current 
supply issues while avoiding quota cuts 
that would make it difficult to respond to 
demand increases as markets hopefully 
return to normal in the coming months.

    SOCIAL     
    UPDATES
EFO’s social media accounts were 
busy this June and featured a variety of 
content across all platforms.

The month got off to a great start with 
some great meal inspiration featuring 
EFO’s recipe of the month – Egg Stuffed 
Peppers! 

On June 8, the story of how the egg gets 
from farm to plate with a video outlining 
the journey was posted. The next day, 
an explanation of enriched housing was 
shared with a link to learn more about all 
housing types.

Throughout the month, content 
included even more recipes, egg 
FAQs, farm family stories, nutritional 
information and everything in-between.

So don’t forget to give us a like, share, 
retweet or follow! 
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follow us online!

PRODUCTION 
STATISTICS
(in boxes of 15 dozen)
Ontario Production
(week ending #16)
2020 – 5,603,000 
2019 – 5,671,936

Ontario IP
(week ending #16)
2020 – 1,066,465
2019 – 1,192,836
 
Ontario EFP 
(week ending #16)
2020 – 412,464
2019 – 357,660

US Shell Egg Imports  
to Ontario (week ending  
May 16, 2020 - #20)
2020 –     388,822
2019 –  1,104,776

.REFINEMENT OF  
“IN GOOD STANDING” 
POLICY
EFO’s existing policies make references 
to farmers being required to be “in 
good standing” with EFO to qualify for 
participation in some policies and to 
access the Quota Transfer System (QTS), 
for example. The Board’s Production 
Management Committee is reviewing and 
refining policies to formalize the use of the 
“in good standing” principle. It is being 
viewed as a positive incentive to farms to 
keep all records and payments up-to-date 
at all times.

POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES NOTICE
Reminder: New policies and procedures 
will be updated and posted on EFO’s 
farmer website at www.getcracking.ca/
members/operations-quota as they come 
into effect. 
Policies, procedures and documents 
posted on EFO’s farmer website contain 
the most up-to-date versions and should 
be used for all policy interpretation and 
quota transactions. Please check this site 
frequently.
If further information or clarification on 
any matter is required, farmers should 
contact EFO’s office

NOTICE: SURPLUS LEVELS TRIGGERING SOME EARLY  
FOWL REMOVAL TO REDUCE SHORT-TERM SUPPLY ISSUES

https://twitter.com/GetCracking
https://www.facebook.com/eggfarmersofontario
https://www.instagram.com/eggfarmersont/?hl=en
www.getcracking.ca/members/operations-quota


HISTORICAL 
CORNER

No matter what 
year it is, egg 
recipes have 
always been 
a big part of  
EFO consumer 
outreach. 
 In the early 1970s, 
a recipe booklet 
was created 
(left) to share 
delicious Ontario 
egg recipes with 
consumers.

Although graphics and food photography have 
come a long way, it seems the way people love 
to enjoy eggs has always been the same.
Have an idea, picture or historical knowledge 
you would like to share?  
Email: ppasserino@getcracking.ca.

EFO:  
BEYOND 2020
Effective July 1, 2020, Egg Farmers of 
Ontario (EFO) will begin the process of 
reviewing its organizational structure to 
position EFO to continue to be successful 
in developing and implementing policies 
which best serve the egg and pullet farmers 
of Ontario.
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FARMER 
UPDATES
EFO 2020 VIRTUAL
ANNUAL MEETING 
The 2020 Annual Meeting will be 
held by webinar on June 25 from 10 
am to 1 pm. The agenda and details 
have been communicated to farmers 
via email.  Advance registration is 
required.
There will be 16 speakers that will 
speak for 5 to 10 minutes each. The 
meeting will also be recorded and 
posted online for those unable to 
attend. 
Speakers include Ernie Hardeman, 
Minister of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, Amy Cronin, Chair 
of the Ontario Farm Products 
Marketing Commission as well 
as speakers representing EFC, 
OMAFRA staff, Farm Products 
Council of Canada, Maple Lodge and 
speakers from the U.S. egg sector.  
Please note  - French translation will 
not be available.

heartfelt
Sympathy

Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) 
would like to extend our deepest 

sympathies to the family of William 
(Bill) Scott who passed away on  
May 22, 2020 in his 82nd year.
Among many things during his 

active life, Bill can be remembered as 
a Director of EFO from 1977 to 1989 

and Chair from 1987-1988. He is 
survived by his wife, three sons and 
six grandchildren, along with with 

his brother and sister.
Our thoughts are with the Scott 

family during this very difficult time.

FOR SALE

Egg cross conveyor - 16 inches 
wide, 34 feet long in addition to a 90 
inch long downward slope. 

Please contact: 
Telephone (519) 236 4095 
Email: vbeeler@hay.net

Please note, EFO staff  
will be taking the time 
to celebrate Canada 
Day with family on 
Wednesday, July 1.

“To say 2020 has been an interesting year 
would be an understatement,” says Scott 
Helps, Chair of EFO.

The Board has a responsibility to ensure 
the continued success of EFO, with this in 
mind, effective July 1, 2020 the following 
steps will take place.

Harry Pelissero will step down as General 
Manager. He will continue his employment 
with a new position as Special Advisor until 
his retirement on December 31, 2021.  

“The Board and I would like to thank Harry 
for his close to 19 years of service to EFO,” 
Helps said. “His leadership, dedication and 
passion have helped make EFO what it is 
today.”

“I have appreciated the opportunity to 
serve and want to thank the Board and the 
staff at EFO for the many memories and 
friendships which have developed over 
the years,” Harry said. “I look forward to 
assisting in whatever way possible to make 
sure the infrastructure is in place for a 
successful EFO.”  

The success of EFO has been its ability 
to be flexible enough to adapt to changing 
environments. “Whatever the ‘new normal’ 
will be now and beyond 2020, the Board will 
work to ensure it continues to represent 
the interests of egg and pullet farmers 
in Ontario, while providing consumers 
with affordable egg choices,” Mr. Helps 
concluded.

Above: Harry Pelissero , EFO General Manager
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MONTHLYrecipe
DIRECTIONS

• Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C). 

• Slice peppers in half lengthwise and clean out seeds. Coat peppers with olive oil 
and place cut side up in an 8 x 8-inch (20 x 20 cm) baking pan. 

• In a medium bowl, whisk together eggs, milk, chives, salt and pepper. Stir in 
turkey, spinach and ¼ cup (60 mL) of the cheese. 

• Divide mixture between peppers and top with remaining cheese. Bake for 30 to 
35 minutes until cheese is melted and peppers are tender. Broil on high for a few 
seconds for extra golden tops. Garnish with extra chives. 

Servings: 4 
Prep Time: 10 minutes  
Cook Time: 35 minutes

INGREDIENTS
1 sweet red bell pepper
1 sweet yellow bell pepper
1 tbsp (15 mL) olive oil 
3 eggs
¼ cup (60 mL) milk
2 tbsp (30 mL) finely chopped fresh 
chives, plus extra for garnish
¼ tsp (1 mL) each salt and pepper
½ cup (125 mL) finely chopped cooked 
turkey breast
¼ cup (60 mL) frozen chopped spinach, 
thawed and squeezed to remove liquid 
1 cup (250 mL) shredded Cheddar 
cheese, divided

EGG STUFFED PEPPERS

TIP:  If you don’t have leftovers you can buy a small boneless, skinless turkey breast.  Season 
well, then sear in a cast iron pan for 3 minutes on either side. Bake in 350°F (175°C) for about 
30 minutes or until cooked through. Let rest before chopping. Freeze extra meat to use later.

“eggs-pert” advice
EGGS IN THE 
NEWS

The other featured farm family is 
Colin and Nicole Vyn and their three 
children. The Vyns farm in Ridgetown in 
southwestern Ontario.
“Consumers see so much fake stuff,” says 
Ian Laver. “They want real food - and 
this campaign lets them see the care real 
farmers provide for the hens that deliver 
those real eggs.”
Nicole also believes that their work on 
the farm means even more during these 
times of the COVID-19 crisis. “I get a 
good feeling knowing that my family’s 
eggs will be on grocery store shelves in 
just a few days and then be part of home-
cooked meals providing people with 
good food and comfort,” she says.
You can meet the Vyns, the Lavers and 
other egg farming families  in videos at 
www.getcracking.ca/ourfarmers /meet-
the-farmers.

Local producers ready to answer 
consumers’ questions;  They are 
part of Egg Farmers of Ontario’s 
Real Farmers, Real Eggs campaign
Today’s Farmer 
June 12, 2020

Two Ontario egg farming families are 
excited to be able to give egg lovers a real 
inside look at how they care for their hens 
- in a new egg marketing campaign from 
Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO).
The Laver family, Ian and Sara and their 
three children say they are thrilled to be 
one of the two new egg farming families 
featured in the 2020 campaign. Their  
farm is in Warkworth in eastern Ontario.

Real eggs campaign was rolled out 
province-wide in May as a way for egg 
farmers to connect with consumers. 
Real farmers. Real eggs is a way for 
Ontario egg farmers themselves to 
address questions that consumers 
want answered about egg farming in 
Ontario. It will work in tandem with Get 
Cracking.
The look and feel of the ads within Real 
farmers. Real eggs features photography 
in a selfie-style, familiar to social 
media posts. “Our egg farmers can be 
felt speaking directly to consumers 
with their personal stories and the 
connections they will share,” says EFO’s 
Director of Public Affairs, Bill Mitchell.



7195 Millcreek Drive, 
Mississauga, ON L5N 4H1
eggboard@getcracking.ca

The week-long celebration of fresh 
Ontario food was filled with daily online 
activities including Facebook Live farm 
tours, cooking demonstrations, kids 
activities and there was even a contest! 
Zone 3 egg farmer Megan Veldman gave 
a view from her egg farm during one of 
the live farm tours.

For more information about Local 
Food Week, visit https://www.
farmfoodcareon.org/local-food-week/. 
Included are videos of the live tours, 
recipes and more.

It was with the COVID-19 pandemic still 
a very real threat that Local Food Week 
was celebrated June 1 to 7 in Ontario, 
which helps to remind us we have even 
more reasons to appreciate the amazing 
food produced in Ontario.

Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO), along 
with other agri-food groups, was happy 
to participate and sponsor the online 
event brought together through a 
partnership with Farm & Food Care 
Ontario, AgScape and the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture’s Six by 
Sixteen initiative.

UPDATES
outreach

“To the world you  
may be one person, but to 

one person you may  
be the world.”

- Dr. Seuss

QUOTE OF 
THE MONTH

The Latest EFO News
The Cackler

Zone Director Email Address Phone
1 Scott Helps shelps@ymail.com 519-464-2744

2 Lorne Benedict lbenedict@eastlink.ca 519-281-3321

3 Dan Veldman dveldd@gmail.com 519-801-5216

4 Roger Pelissero rpelisseroeggs@gmail.com 905-984-0279

5 Brian Miller bwmiller@quadro.net 519-521-1325

6 Tonya Haverkamp tutzhaverkamp@hotmail.com 519-274-2574

7 Scott Brookshaw sbrookshaw@sympatico.ca 519-671-7568

8 George Pilgrim georgepilgrim@hotmail.com 905-376-6869

9 Craig Hunter chunter@burnbraefarms.com 613-341-2006

10 Marc Bourdon marc@bourdon.ca 613-551-5071

Pullet Alvin Brunsveld brunsvelda@gmail.com 519-319-1874

EGG FARMERS OF ONTARIO MISSION STATEMENT 
Egg Farmers of Ontario is a farmer-run organization 
that manages the supply and orderly marketing of eggs 
so customers can enjoy fresh, safe, high-quality protein 
at a fair price.

EFO proud to support  
Local Food Week

https://www.farmfoodcareon.org/local-food-week/
https://www.farmfoodcareon.org/local-food-week/

