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•	Comments from the Coop,  
Scott Helps, EFO Vice Chair

•	EFO	releases	new	spice	card
•	Egg Man	Food	Truck	back	for	the	

season

June:		 Dianne	McComb,	 
	 Zone	2	Director
July:	 Dan	Veldman,
	 Zone	3	Director

•	May	30	&	31	(June)
•	June	28	&	29	(July)

Left to right: Screen shots from  
www.getcracking.ca of the housing 
videos created for the Consumer Choice 
Engagement Strategy.

Hen HoUsing: eigHt on-farM  
videos HigHligHt care for laying Hens  

Over the past year, Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) has 
been working on the Consumer Choice Engagement 
Strategy. As part of this, eight on-farm videos were 

created to demonstrate the different types of hen housing 
systems in Ontario. 

Six farm families - Eisses, Laviolette, Mulder, Mullet Koop, 
Ottens and Veldman, opened their barns up to EFO and 
Farm Boy Productions to film the videos. Each video has the 
farmer(s) explaining why they chose the type of housing 

they did, the pros and cons of each and how it impacts what 
is best for their birds.

In total, five enriched (plus one in French), one free run, 
one free range and one aviary housing system videos 
were created. All are hosted on EFO’s website and will be 
promoted via social media and blog posts.

To view the videos, please visit www.getcracking.ca/hen-
housing.

 

https://www.getcracking.ca/hen-housing


coMMents 
froM tHe coop
CHALLENGES REVEAL OUR 
COLLECTIVE STRENGTH  
By	Scott	Helps,	EFO	Vice	Chair

The serious tests in life – both 
personal and professional – come 

from dealing with challenges and 
problems. I believe the entire egg and 
pullet sector should feel positive about 
our collective response to the test 
posed by the impact of a rare bronchitis 
outbreak in a number of pullet flocks, 
which caused subsequent health 
problems in about two dozen layer 
flocks placed in the last several months.

This situation came to light very 
recently and was responded to quickly - 
all within about a two-week period. Egg 
Farmers of Ontario (EFO) developed a 
program, using funds from its Bacteria 
Control Fund, to purchase pullets to 
replace the most-severely affected 
flocks quickly and provide quota credits 
for affected flocks that may achieve less 
than 90 per cent rate of lay at the end 
of their current flock cycles.
Around May 1st, EFO became aware of 
some farmers experiencing significantly 
lower rates of lay and other related 
health issues in some flocks. The 
available information indicated the 
problems related to certain strains of 
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   farmers only

bronchitis present in Ontario the last 
few months of 2016. 
EFO immediately requested a 
consultation with poultry veterinarians 
and Ontario hatchery representatives at 
its regularly-scheduled board meeting 
May 5 to gain their valuable frontline 
insights about the situation to use in 
developing a response. 
The Board heard information indicating 
young pullet flocks exposed to the 
bronchitis strain – especially in the 
first two weeks of life – did not 
develop normal reproductive tracts. In 
severely-affected flocks, this resulted in 
significant reductions to rate of lay, egg 
deformities and some hens simply not 
being capable of laying eggs at all.
Affected pullet flocks showed no signs 
of infection; birds appeared quite 
normal and vigorous with no evidence 
of the illness until some birds did not lay 
eggs after placement.
On May 11, a special meeting was held 
in Stratford for all affected layer and 
pullet farmers, hatcheries, poultry 
veterinarians and feed companies to 
gather their input into a collaborative 
discussion to help EFO develop an 
Emergency Bronchitis Relief Program.
While there are still uncertainties, such 
as how the disease is contracted, it is 

essential for all of us 
to maintain strict biosecurity. Now 
more than ever, we should be taking as 
many precautions as we can to keep any 
further challenges at bay.
In times like this, I am reminded of the 
strength of our fair farm pricing system 
and our sector. It gives us the ability 
to come together and develop timely 
solutions, even in the face of limited 
information. It also ensures our ability to 
provide safe, high-quality eggs. Acting in 
this way ensured the egg supply will be 
maintained for consumers, all suppliers 
are paid and the entire supply chain can 
continue to function smoothly.
As more information becomes available, 
EFO will continue to work on these 
issues – not just for those who have 
been impacted by this problem, but to 
ensure the continued smooth operation 
of the entire poultry sector.  

noW available: efo canopies and banners

Egg Farmers of Ontario has new tent canopies and banners available. The 
canopy is 10’ x 10’ and will give you great exposure at your next event. The vinyl 
banners are 36” x 72” with grommets to make set-up a breeze.

If you would like either of these items for an upcoming event, please contact 
your Zone Director.
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2017 
prodUction 
statistics
(in boxes of 15 dozen)
Ontario	Production
(week	ending	#12)
2017 – 3,996,573
2016 – 3,701,516

Ontario IP
(week	ending	#12)
2017 – 958,798
2016 – 725,669

Ontario EFP
(week	ending	#12)
2017 – 273,660
2016 – 273,568

US Shell Egg Imports  
to	Ontario	(week	ending	
April	15,	2017,	#15)
2017 – 239,579
2016 – 635,095

With the promise 
of warm weather 
just on the horizon 
(we hope!) - The 
Egg Man Inc. food 
truck is back on 
Toronto streets, 
serving delicious 
egg sandwiches 
and wraps to the 
downtown core. 
As Toronto’s only 

breakfast food truck, customers are ‘scrambling’ to The Egg Man.
The popular food truck will be getting a new look in the very near future which 

will be revealed in an upcoming Cackler edition. Follow him on twitter  
@TheEggmanCanada.

food trUck Hits toronto  
streets for 2017 season

efo policies, 
prograMs  
and procedUres 
are online
Reminder: New policies and 
procedures will be updated 
and posted on EFO’s farmer 
website at www.getcracking.ca/
members/operations-quota as 
they come into effect and will no 
longer be mailed to all farmers. 

Policies, procedures and 
documents posted on EFO’s 
farmer website contain the 
most up-to-date versions and 
should be used for all policiy 
interpretation and quota 
transations. Please check this site 
frequently.

If further information or 
clirification on any matter is 
required, farmers should contact 
EFO’s office.

The Hayes Family Spiced Carrot Cream Cheese Squares is the latest recipe in Egg 
Farmers of Ontario’s (EFO’s) spice card collection. Don’t let the name fool you – 
these delicious squares are a combination of cake and icing, all in one. Perfect for 
picnics, potlucks and everything in between.

Like our other spice cards, the spices needed to prepare the recipe are attached 
to the card.

More than 30,000 cards were created for EFO and 11,500 were made for 
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
Island, Quebec and Northwest Territory egg boards.

The cards are packaged in boxes of 500. To order for an upcoming event, please 
email Stephanie Sabo at ssabo@getcracking.ca.

For the recipe, please visit https://www.getcracking.ca/recipes/spiced-carrot-
cream-cheese-squares.

Hayes Family Spiced Carrot Cream Cheese Squares

Ingredients:
1¼ cups (300 mL) all-purpose flour plus 2 tbsp (30 mL), divided
1¼ cups (300 mL) granulated sugar, divided
1 tsp (5 mL) baking soda    
½ tsp (2 mL) salt 
1  single spice mix
⅔ cup (150 mL) vegetable oil
3  eggs, divided
1½ tsp (7 mL) vanilla, divided
1 cup (250 mL) finely grated carrot (about 1 large)
1  pkg (250 g) cream cheese, at room   
  temperature
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). Grease and flour 13 x 9-inch (3 L) metal 
baking pan. Set aside.

In large bowl, combine 1¼ cups (300 mL) of the flour, 1 cup (250 mL) 
of the sugar, baking soda, salt and contents of spice package. Using an 
electric mixer, beat in oil, 2 eggs and 1 tsp (5 mL) of the vanilla. Stir in 
carrot. Spread evenly in prepared pan.

In medium bowl, with clean beaters, beat cream cheese with remaining 
2 tbsp (30 mL) flour, ¼ cup (50 mL) of sugar, 1 egg and ½ tsp (2 mL) 
vanilla, until blended.  Drop spoonfuls over batter in pan and swirl with 
the tip of a knife.

Bake 20 to 22 minutes or until cake tester inserted in center comes out 
clean. Cool completely on rack. Remove from pan and cut into squares. 
Store in air-tight container in refrigerator. Serve at room temperature.

Tip:
Grease baking pans with vegetable oil.

These squares freeze well. Cut into squares and 
place in air-tight containers, separating layers 
with waxed paper.

Single Spice Mix: 
1½ tsp (7 mL) cinnamon
½ tsp (2 mL) nutmeg 
 
Combine spices in small bowl; stir until blended.

The Hayes Family
Egg Farmers
Tillsonburg, ON 

Servings: 12-16 squares 
Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook Time: 20-22 minutes

Hayes Family Spiced Carrot Cream Cheese Squares

www.getcracking.ca
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https://www.getcracking.ca/members/operations-quota
https://twitter.com/TheEggmanCanada
https://www.facebook.com/Egg-Farmers-of-Ontario-150934421611532/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/GetCracking
https://www.instagram.com/eggfarmersont/
https://www.youtube.com/user/EggFarmersofOntario


7195 Millcreek Drive, 
Mississauga, ON L5N 4H1

How	to	contact	EFO	Zone	Directors
Your	Directors	are	available	to	address	any	questions	
and	comments	you	may	have	pertaining	to	your	industry.
Zone Director Email	Address Phone
1 Scott Helps shelps@ymail.com 519-464-2744
2 Dianne McComb gizmo53.dm@gmail.com 519-494-5360
3 Dan Veldman dveldd@gmail.com 519-801-5216

4 Roger Pelissero rpelisseroeggs@gmail.com 905-984-0279

5 Brian Miller bwmiller@quadro.net 519-235-1126

6 Scott Graham scottgraham06@gmail.com 519-284-1300

7 Scott Brookshaw sbrookshaw@sympatico.ca 519-671-7568

8 Hubert Schillings chschillings@hotmail.ca 905-260-0951

9 Craig Hunter chunter@burnbraefarms.com 613-341-2006

10 Marc Bourdon marc@bourdon.ca 613-551-5071

Pullet Andy DeWeerd abdeweerd@hsfx.ca 519-502-5385

Egg Farmers of Ontario Mission Statement The Mission of Egg Farmers of 
Ontario is to provide customers with a supply of safe, high-quality eggs at a fair 
price and a return to egg and pullet farmers achieved through fair farm pricing, 
within a stable national supply management system.

FOR	SALE:
Yamasa	100cs	per	hr	Egg	Grader,	
9	yrs	old,	all	Stainless	Steel	
construction,	includes	Modern	Matic	
Egg	washer,	pre	accumulator	for	
inline	use,	egg	loader,	4	automatic	
packers	with	Denesters.	Domino	
A200+	inkjet	system	(for	egg	
coding).	Runs	perfect,	we	are	
upsizing.	Available	early	2018.	Please	
contact	Marcel	at	613-806-2847	
for	viewing	or	any	questions.	Can	be	
seen	in	operation	on	appointment.	
Call	for	pricing.

Used	feeding	equipment	for	sale	for	
free	run	barn.	
•	 2200’	of	Roxell	pullet	feed	lines	

with	round	pans,	4	pans/10’
•	 300’	of	Roxell	pullet	feed	lines	

with	round	pans,	4	pans/9’
•	 3	Skov	DOL	99	feed	weighers
•	 8	hoppers	-	approximately	400	

lbs.	each
•	 6	hoppers	-	approximately	300	

lbs.	each
Call	or	text	Adrian	at	705-441-6570	
or	email	hiviewpoultryfarms@gmail.
com.

WANTED:
Farmer	Automatic	manure	and	egg	
escaltor	end.	To	fit	cages	19.75”	
wide,	23”	deep,	18”	high	and	manure	
belt	44”	wide.	Double	scraper,	at	
least	3	tier	high	required.	Egg	end	at	
least	3	tier	high	required.	Contact	 
519-327-8921	or	email	 
c_weppler@wightman.ca.

egg 
classifieds

farMer 
notices
sred claiM 2016
Ontario	egg	farmers		received	a	
letter	for	your	Scientific	Research	
and	Experimental	Development	
expenditures	(SRED)	relating	to	
2016	in	March	2017.
Please	follow	the	instructions	
provided	in	the	letter.	Note	the	
SRED	for	2016	needs	to	be	filed	
with	your	2016	tax	return	before	
the	end	of	June	2018.
Should	you	have	any	questions	
on	how	to	claim	this	credit	on	
your	tax	return	speak	to	your	
accountant/tax	specialist.

Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) has hired 
Valerie Robinson as a new operator 
for one of the recently renovated egg 
education trailers.

Although her family is no longer 
farming, Valerie grew up on a pullet farm 
in Zone 7. She is a recent graduate of the 
University of Guelph with her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Science and Agriculture and 
is excited to share her knowledge of 
agriculture with others.

Valerie will be operating the trailer 
through the 2017 fair season.

EFO WELCOMES NEW  
OPERATOR	FOR	EDUCATiON	TRAiLER

Egg Farmers of Ontario is pleased to host the upcoming 2017 Canadian Egg 
Farmers Summer Conference, to be held at the Delta Toronto Hotel, July 9-11.

To register, please visit https://ers.snapuptickets.com/ers/online-registration-
conference.cfm?event=2249&lan=eng. The deadline for registration is June 5, 
2017.

CANADiAN	EGG	FARMERS	SUMMER	CONFERENCE




