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EFO DIRECTORS GET CRACKING AT QUEEN’S PARK
On November 19, the 21st Annual 
Omelette Breakfast was held in the 
Legislative Dining Room at Queen’s 
Park.

Egg Farmers of Ontario’s (EFO’s) 
Board of Directors served up freshly-
made omelettes to 35 Members of 
Provincial Parliament (MPP’s), which 
included nine ministers and more 
than 75 legislative staff members. 
Also present were next generation 

egg farmers Brett Graham, Tylor and 
Robyn Van Kessel and Mireille Leroux. 
A very special young farmer attended 
the event as well.  Ben Graham, son of 
Brett and grandson of EFO Chair Scott 
Graham, made his debut at Queen’s 
Park, making three generations of egg 
farmers present at the breakfast.

Breakfast attendees were delighted 
to have The Honourable Ernie 
Hardeman, Minister of Agriculture, Food 

and Rural Affairs provide greetings 
along with comments from John 
Vanthof, Agriculture Critic for the 
New Democratic Party (NDP). Mike 
Schreiner, Leader of the Green Party of 
Ontario, also took the time to stop by. 

Although Premier Doug Ford was not 
available to join the annual event, his 
staff sent regards on his behalf.

Clockwise, from left: Scott Graham, 
EFO Chair, Ernie Hardeman, 
Minister of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs and Scott Helps, 
EFO Vice Chair; Scott Graham 
with son Brett and grandson Ben; 
Scott Graham with John Vanthof, 
Ag Critic for the NDP; Minister 
Hardeman provides greetings to 
guests; and Marc Bourdon, Zone 
10 Director, Mirielle Leroux, Zone 
10, Dan Veldman, Zone 3, Lorne 
Benedict, Zone 2, Robyn and Tylor 
Van Kessel, Zone 1. 



One of the first questions I received 
from my fellow Zone 8 egg farmers 
upon being elected as Director was 
“how are you?” What impresses and 
humbles me at the same time is that 
other egg farmers want to know how I 
am getting along.  

We, as farmers, are under a great deal 
of pressure, from a variety of sources 
(caring for our flocks, monetary 
issues, time lines, activists,etc.) and 
are traditionally taught to “suck it up.” 
So concern for my well-being was 
humbling and appreciated.

The second question is usually “are you 
learning a lot?” The learning curve is 
exponential for this job.  Egg Farmers 
of Ontario’s Board is responsible for 
so many aspects of our privileged 
business, it is astounding!  Walking into 
my first meeting in February, I felt like 
someone had peeled back the curtain 
and I got a first-hand look at the band 
from the back of the stage, so to speak. 
I truly had no idea what went into the 

running of our system. 

Traditional pre-reading for an average 
Board meeting is 300 to 400 pages. 
This forces a very disciplined approach 
with reading, comprehension of the 
material presented and preparedness 
for meetings.

One common thread that everyone 
shares around the board table is the 
strength, love and support needed from 
family to do the job. We, as Directors, are 
away from our farms quite a few days a 
month. I recognize that this wouldn’t be 
possible without our respective support 
networks within our farms.

This is not to say that we all unanimously 
agree on the multitude of topics that 
we discuss on a monthly basis.  There 
is always quite a bit of healthy and 
sometimes heated discussion.  For the 
most part, it comes from the love of 
egg farming, combined with caring and 
concern for our industry.

Is it an easy job?...Absolutely not!  Is it 
challenging? ... 100%.  Will you please 
everyone with your decisions? ... Not 
likely!  Does it feel great to listen to 
your farmers, represent them at the 
provincial level and vote with their 
interests at heart?... Absolutely!  
I appreciate the honour of serving the 
egg farmers of this great province.

COMMENTS FROM THE COOP

THE DIARY OF A NEW DIRECTOR
by George Pilgrim, Zone 8 Director

SAVE THE DATE:  
2020 ZONE MEETINGS
All egg farmers and pullet growers 
are urged to attend their annual Zone 
meetings to elect their Councillors, 
Delegates and Directors for the year.
The Zone meeting dates* are as follows:

Zone Date

1 & 2 January 6

3 January 13

4 January 15

5 February 13

6 January 21

7 January 14

8 January 22

9 February 3

10 January 16

* Location and times to be confirmed

EFO will be closed 
to celebrate Christmas 

from noon on December 
24 and will re-open on 
January 6, 2020.

In case of emergency, please 
contact Harry Pelissero, 
EFO General Manager, 

on his cell phone at  
289-237-5554.

HOLIDAY  
NOTICE

Above: George during a 
recent visit to North West Territories 
while attending an EFC meeting.

EFO SUPPORTS 
CANADIAN FOOD 
AUTHORS
Taste Canada represents more than 
150 publishers and 1,500 authors 
and is the only national organization 
dedicated to awarding Canada’s 
cookbook and blog food authors. 
As the presenting sponsor of the 
General Cookbooks category, Egg 
Farmers of Ontario was prominent at 
their Awards Gala on October 27 with 
advertising, swag and having Scott 
Graham present the award to the 
winning author. 
Online recognition, including logo 
placement, newsletter submissions 
and recipe content is also a part of 
this partnership.
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2019 
PRODUCTION 
STATISTICS
(in boxes of 15 dozen)
Ontario Production
(week ending #36)
2019 – 12,760,855
2018 – 12,429,334

Ontario IP
(week ending #36)
2019 – 2,719,975
2018 – 2,729,258
 
Ontario EFP (week ending #36)
2019 – 840,557
2018 – 819,779

US Shell Egg Imports  
to Ontario (week ending  
October 19, 2019 - #42)
2019 – 2,329,671
2018 – 2,314,913
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NOTICE: Mandatory Ammonia Levels and Monitoring
Just a reminder to all farmers to ensure that the ammonia level in the lay and 
grow-out facilities are monitored and maintained below 25 ppms.  
At a minimum, levels are to be tested monthly from October to March.  
However, at any time if the ammonia levels are higher than 20-25 ppms, 
corrective actions must be taken and recorded.  Should this situation occur, the 
ammonia levels must be tested monthly regardless of the time of the year.   
Exemption Rule: 
1. If a farmer has an egg production or pullet rearing housing system where 

the manure is removed at a minimum of once a week, the farmer is not 
required to conduct ammonia tests.  
•  However, should ammonia levels be detected above 20-25 ppm in 

the above systems, the exemption no longer applies and the above 
requirements will then apply.

2. Shallow pit conventional systems and aviaries with belt systems are not 
exempt from ammonia testing.  

3. Pullets under 6 weeks of age, regardless of housing system, are also 
exempt from testing requirements.  

The 97th annual Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair (RAWF) was held November 
1st to 10th and Egg Farmers of Ontario 
(EFO) was an active participant in the 
event.

As with previous years, EFO’s large  
egg trailer made up our display where 
volunteer egg farmers were on-hand to 
answer consumer questions.

Working together with RAWF staff, 
EFO created five original videos, plus a 
montage video that lead up to the fair. 
Hosted by Katie Brown, the videos were 
taken on an egg farm, grading station, the 
Egg Man Food Truck and during the two 
events held during the RAWF.

EFO also sponsored five culinary academy 
sessions, held at the Burnbrae Culinary 
Academy, where participants prepared egg 
inspired dishes with the help of five local 
chefs. Three youth and two adult sessions 
were held.

Finally, EFO sponsored the Food and 
Nutrition Symposium, a day-long event for 
Registered Dietitians, home economists and 
food and nutrition professionals. Egg farmer 
Tonya Haverkamp participated in a panel 
discussion where she spoke on the topic of 
egg farming, what consumers want to know 
and what Tonya felt was important for 
consumers to know about egg farming.

To watch the Road to the Royal videos, 
visit https://www.facebook.com/pg/
royalfair/videos/?ref=page_internal.

EFO ACTIVE AT THE ROYAL

Right (from top): Host Katie Brown interviews 
Dan Veldman; Katie Brown with Jasmine Bake, 

at the Culinary Academy; and Tonya Haverkamp 
participates in a panel discussion during  

the Food and Nutrition Symposium. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/royalfair/videos/?ref=page_internal
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How to contact EFO Zone Directors
Your Directors are available to address any questions and 
comments you may have pertaining to your industry.

PHONE
519-464-2744
519-281-3321
519-801-5216
905-984-0279
519-235-1126
519-284-1300
519-671-7568
905-376-6869
613-341-2006
613-551-5071
519-502-5385

Egg Farmers of Ontario Mission Statement The Mission of Egg Farmers of Ontario 
is to provide customers with a supply of safe, high-quality eggs at a fair price and a 
return to egg and pullet farmers achieved through fair farm pricing, within a stable 
national supply management system.

FARMER 
NOTICES
FOR SALE

Diamond egg packer, good 
working condition - $12,000.
Steel, solar wall, 6’ x 195’ - $500 
(remove it yourself).
If interested, please call  
519-236-4095.

Diamond egg packer, 70 cases 
per hour.
If interested, please call  
Gert Waanders, 519-525-9392.

One Sanovo Staalkat FP40 
farm-packer, 80 cases per hour, 
all stainless steel. Brand new with 
full one-year warranty. Installed 
and delivered in Southwestern 
Ontario, $30,000. If interested, 
please call Meller Poultry 
Equipment, 519-587-2667.

Reminder: New policies and 
procedures will be updated and 
posted on EFO’s farmer website 
at www.getcracking.ca/members/
operations-quota as they come into 
effect. 
Policies, procedures and documents 
posted on EFO’s farmer website 
contain the most up-to-date 
versions and should be used for 
all policy interpretation and quota 
transactions. Please check this site 
frequently.
If further information or clarification 
on any matter is required, farmers 
should contact EFO’s office.

EFO POLICIES, 
PROGRAMS AND 
PROCEDURES ONLINE

EGGS IN THE NEWS

follow us online!

Canadians Want to be Better 
Connected to their Food
Source: Canadian Centre for Food Integrity
November 13, 2019

Canadian consumers care now more 
than ever about their food. New 
research from the Canadian Centre 
for Food Integrity’s (CCFI) 2019 
Public Trust Research Report shows 
that while 91% of Canadians claim to 
know little, very little or nothing about 
modern farming practices in Canada, 
60% of survey respondents, meaning 
three in five Canadians, are interested 
in knowing more about agriculture and 
how their food is produced.

Two new tracking trends identified 
in the 2019 data are Canadian 
consumers’ moderate to strong 
concerns relating to food fraud (91%) – 
the practice of mislabeling, adulterating 
or counterfeiting food products – and 
concerns with misleading food labels 
(89%) for the purpose of marketing. 
Consumers are starting to look more 
closely at food labels and are asking 
questions about what certain food 
labels mean.

“The timing of the research is 
pertinent considering how food related 
topics are dominating news relating 
to plant-based diets, pesticides, 
genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) and consumer’s perspective 
on agriculture’s role in greenhouse gas 
emissions relating to climate change,” 
says John Jamieson, CEO & President 
of CCFI. “The 2019 research is a key 
resource for Canada’s food system 
to learn how to better connect with 
consumers.”

The research also shows the 
differences between provinces, 
genders and generational preferences 
in Canadian consumers and discusses 
the unfavourable role celebrities 
and well-known activists play in 
certain topics relating farming to the 
environment, animal welfare, nutrition 
and food safety.

CCFI welcomes those interested in 
a copy of the 2019 Research Report 
‘Connecting with Canadians’ to visit 
the CCFI website to download the 
Report or contact the Communications 
Coordinator to receive a hard copy.


