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Past
Directors
recognized
during
AGM
Two of EFO’s recently retired
Directors honoured with the
Get Cracking Award.

PAST DIRECTORS RECEIVE AWARD

Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) was pleased to announce the two recent recipients of
the Get Cracking Award during the 2nd virtual Annual General Meeting on March 31.
The Board first introduced the Get Cracking Award in 2003 to recognize individuals
who have had a profound impact on EFO.
Andy DeWeerd, who served as Pullet Director with Egg Farmers of Ontario for
18 years was the recipient of the 2020 award. Craig Hunter, who served as Zone 9
Director for 10 years was selected to receive the 2021 award.

IN THIS ISSUE
Updates from the April
Board of Directors’ Meeting
EFO Launches New Virtual
Education Platform

The hard work, commitment and dedication of both Andy and Craig are greatly
appreciated and will have a long-lasting impact on the egg and pullet industry.

Recipe of the Month:
Key Lime Pie

UPCOMING BOARD OF
DIRECTOR’S MEETINGS:
• May 5 & 6 (via Zoom)
• June 2 & 3 (via Zoom)

Outreach Updates:
EFO’s Easter Tree Contest
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INFORMATION
Business Highlights from
the April 5 & 6, 2021 Board
meeting
Egg Market Update
Volatility continues to dominate egg
markets with modest strengthening
in some market segments at risk
of being reversed with the stayat-home order in Ontario and
increasing restrictions in other
provinces because of rising COVID
case numbers.
Retail shell egg demand has
continued to be strong relative
to 2019 levels and information
provided by the industry indicated
an increase leading up to Easter.
Processed demand has improved
since the beginning of the year. Some
imports have been required to meet
market requirements during the last
month, but pressure for this should
be reduced as flocks removed under
the last round of Early Fowl Removal
continue returning to production.
Moving forward, shell and processed
egg demand are forecast to decline
seasonally in the market following
Easter. The decrease in table
demand will likely lead to lower
import levels. Further to the typical
drop in demand after Easter, there
is concern that increasing COVIDrelated restrictions might drive
demand down even lower.
The market will continue to be
•monitored
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if conditions swing again into an
oversupply situation.
• Con ni consedi gnihiliquae sinus
Annual
General
Meeting held
volorit
alit
mi
March 31
• Omnis dolorio berorepudit es
Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) resitatem
quibus
cullent
elected Scott
Helps
as its Chair and
Dan Veldman as its Vice Chair on a
• Con ni consedi gnihiliquae sinus
virtual meeting held in connection
volorit alit mi
with its Annual General Meeting
March
31, 2021. Scott
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update

Brookshaw and Tonya Haverkamp were
also elected to the Executive.
For the second consecutive year, the
COVID-19 pandemic meant holding the
AGM virtually with more than 250 egg
and pullet farmers, as well as industry
stakeholders participating in the event.

The meeting was opened by Ontario
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, Ernie Hardeman, followed by
video greetings from Ontario Premier Doug
Ford. Some of the other speakers included
Yvon Cyr of the Farm Products Council of
Canada, Amy Cronin, Chair of the Ontario
Farm Products Marketing Commission,
Roger Pelissero, Chair of Egg Farmers of
Canada, Chad Gregory of the United Egg
Producers, Ian McFall, Executive Vice
President of Sales for Burnbrae Farms,
Alvin Brunsveld, Ontario Pullet Director
and Tonya Haverkamp and Kristin
Thompson-Dow, Co-Chairs of the Pullet
Industry Committee.
EFO’s Board of Directors for 2021-2022 is
as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scott Helps, Zone 1
Lorne Benedict, Zone 2
Dan Veldman, Zone 3
Roger Pelissero, Zone 4
Brian Miller, Zone 5
Tonya Haverkamp, Zone 6
Scott Brookshaw, Zone 7
George Pilgrim, Zone 8
Ian McFall, Zone 9
Marcel Laviolette, Zone 10
Alvin Brunsveld, Pullet Director

AGM Note: Clarifying the answer to a
question from the Open Question Period
The following question was received –
“What is the status and how is the 1 million
dollar investment in “Rellidep” recorded?”

There is no longer a note about the letter
of intent included in the report since the
agreement has expired.
Agreement to transfer layer audit
administration to EFC
The Board approved a motion to develop
plans to transition the delivery of audit
services for Ontario layer farms to EFC as
soon as feasible during the second half of
this year.
This follows a decision for EFC to deliver
pullet program audits, which is already
moving ahead with a similar transition. The
focus of the plan to move the layer audits
will be to work jointly with EFC to ensure
a smooth transition of our On-Farm Food
Safety and Animal Care audits.
Annual update meeting with Egg
Farmers of Canada
The April Board meeting included an
update discussion with EFC that is held
annually with all provincial egg boards.
These meetings are planned to serve
as an update about ongoing issues and
developments in the sector.
EFC Chair Roger Pelissero and EFC Chief
Executive Officer Tim Lambert attended
the Zoom meeting. Discussion items
included Se testing and the transition of
Ontario audits to EFC.

WITH THIS
ISSUE
* Species at Risk Information Update

Background and current status

* 2021 Farmer Mental Health Survey

In 2013, EFO signed a letter of intent to
partially fund clinical trials of the drug
Rellidep® - a treatment for depression. This
agreement was for $1 million contingent on
a number of conditions. Those conditions
were not met, the letter of intent expired
and EFO did not proceed with the funding.

* New Resources for Poultry Producers
and COVID-19
* denotes to egg and pullet farmers only
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Zone

IN THE

A place to share the success of local activities and events
Zone 8 egg farmers have worked hard to donate fresh eggs to their communities in need,
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Between April and July of 2020, 3,638 dozen eggs were delivered to food banks across the area,
including the Brock, Lindsay, Clarington East, Alderville First Nation, Barrie, Thornton, Innisfil
Community Church and Otonabee South Monaghan Food Cupboard food banks. Simcoe
Hospice, Busby Centre and the Salvation Army Bayside Mission were also recipients of egg
donations.
Since that time, food bank donations continue and many thousands of eggs have been
distributed. According to Zone 8 egg farmer Candace Phoenix, who has donated 8,805 dozen
eggs to her local food bank since the start of the pandemic, food banks are very appreciative of
the donations and the impact they make on their clients. For families living off of food that is
often canned or processed, eggs are one of the only nutritious meals they receive.
Thank you to the many Zone 8 egg farmers who work hard to make a difference to those in need.

Left: Candace Phoenix shares her son’s
excitement in a tweet.
Right: Ron and Brenda Metcalfe drop eggs off
to those in need at The Salvation Army.

Coming up next month: Zone 9 activities

Durham Farm Connections:
Live Egg Farm Tour

A staple in agricultural education
for Durham region, Durham Farm
Connections continued to offer
programing this year by featuring
a number of farms from within the
community highlighting a variety of
commodities via live tours on Facebook.
On April 8, 2021 a live tour was
broadcast from the Metcalf family
egg farm featuring their enriched
housing system and many technological
advancements used for collecting
and packing eggs, giving students and
other viewers an inside glimpse at the
operation of a family egg farm in the
region. With over 60 live viewers and
having since been viewed more than
1,000 times, Brenda Metcalf has certainly
brought awareness to egg farming in an
interactive way.
To view Brenda’s farm tour or to
catch the next live tour, visit the
Durham Farm Connections Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
durhamfarmconnections.
In addition to the Facebook live tour,
Durham Farm Connections also created
a number of commodity-specific videos
that were sent to local schools. The egg
video, filmed at Hubert Schillings’ farm
focused on biosecurity, housing and the
path from farm to store.

follow us online!

POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES
NOTICE

PRODUCTION
STATISTICS

Reminder: New policies and procedures
will be updated and posted on EFO’s
farmer website at
www.getcracking.ca/members/
operations-quota as they come into
effect.

Ontario Production
(week ending #8)
2021 – 3,007,395
2020 – 2,872,746

Policies, procedures and documents
posted on EFO’s farmer website
contain the most up-to-date versions
and should be used for all policy
interpretation and quota transactions.
Please check this site frequently.
The most recent update was an email
update sent April 16 on a new EFO
policy, “New Production Facilities
or Renovated for the Use of Egg
Production or for Raising Pullets.”
If you have any questions on this
policy please contact our Director of
Operations Albert Visser at 613-8477075.

(in boxes of 15 dozen)

Ontario IP
(week ending #8)
2021 – 587,830
2020 – 624,413
Ontario EFP
(week ending #8)
2021 – 65,287
2020 – 207,300
US Shell Egg Imports
to Ontario (week ending
March 20, 2021 - #12)
2021 – 355,834
2020 – 164,482
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EFO INTRODUCES VIRTUAL EDUCATION CENTRE
Virtual Eggs-perience

FARMER
UPDATES
FOR SALE
6,000 bird free run system for sale.
75 side belt Vencomatic nests,
Vencomatic slatted floor, Cumberland
chain feeder.
Phone: 519-625-8316
40 ft. of Vencomatic egg conveyor,
9 years old, 40 ft of Farmer Automatic
egg conveyor.
Phone: 519-625- 8316

To remain current in an increasingly digital educational landscape, Egg Farmers of Ontario has
launched a new virtual booth https://www.experienceontarioeggs.ca/.
Visitors can experience some of the sights and sounds of an egg farm, all while learning about caring
for hens, different housing systems, cooking with eggs, and the journey of an egg from farm to table.
Geared towards students to complement existing agricultural educational opportunities and virtual
programming, the site also contains many interactive features such as a hen feed formulation game,
trivia wheel, Egg-tivity Centre and cooking games.
With dynamic content such as a featured recipe and the Get Cracking Theatre to feature our latest
digital media, the site can be visited year after year when students are unable to visit our educational
displays in person. A great substitute for a class trip in the current environment!

COMPENSATION FOR EGG FARMERS ANNOUNCED
On April 13, the Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
announced details of two programs to support chicken, turkey and egg farmers from market impacts
from the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).
The Poultry and Egg On-Farm Investment Program, beginning in 2021 will provide about $134
million for egg producers over a ten year period, to support on-farm investments.
The Market Development Program for Turkey and Chicken will provide $36.5 million to Turkey
Farmers of Canada and Chicken Farmers of Canada.
In recognition of the announcement, a joint statement was released by Egg Farmers of Canada,
Turkey Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada and the Canadian Hatching Egg Producers.
View the release here.

REMINDER:
END OF LAY FLOCKS

EFO would like to remind all farmers to
book your end of lay flocks out well in
advance and strongly encourage that you
do so a year in advance.
Waiting until the last minute or even a
few months ahead will put you at risk of
not being able to send out your flock on
your preferred dates.
You may need to be flexible on your dates
in order for you to be able to meet your
minimum seven day (168 hours) down
time. In addition you should always have
a back-up plan in place in case your dates
are not able to be met.

REMINDER: MENTAL
HEALTH RESOURCES
AVAILABLE
The stresses faced daily have been
exacerbated during the pandemic and
this is no different for farmers.

For more details about the announcement and the programs, visit https://www.canada.ca/en/
agriculture-agri-food/news/2021/04/minister-bibeau-announces-new-programs-that-deliverfull-and-fair-compensation-for-chicken-turkey-and-egg-farmers.html.

The pressures farmers face can be
complicated, especially with the
sometimes added layer of running
a business while navigating family
dynamics.

REMINDER: ENHANCED BIOSECURITY
DURING SPRING MIGRATION

If you or someone you know is in distress
and needs help, there are people and
resources that are available on EFO’s
website under the Farmer Wellness
Resources tab.

With spring migration upon us, all farmers are urged to continue on-farm biosecurity measures.
Protect your flock and the industry from any incidence of highly pathogenic avian inflluenza
(HPAI).

For immediate mental health help in
Ontario call 1-877-330-3213 or 911.

Properly implemented biosecurity is your first-line defense against infectious disease. Your farm
biosecurity protocols should be well thought-out, well implemented and continously followed.
Constant biosecurity measures should be practiced at all times.
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Top: Harry is served an omelette from EFO’s Board at the
2006 National Egg Producer Conference in Niagara Falls.
Above: Harry in his 2004 staff photo.
Right (clockwise): Harry joins past Chair Carolynne
Griffith in 2006 at the lighting of the Horseshoe Falls in
EFO’s corporate colours; Harry speaks from the podium
during EFO’s 50th Annual General Meeting; showing off
his eggs in July 2019; sharing a laugh with past Chair Scott
and Laurie Graham in 2018; and at a Run for the Cure event
in Burlington, October 2013.

HARRY PELISSERO BEGINS A NEW CHAPTER

Harry Pelissero has retired from his position as Special Advisor with Egg Farmers of Ontario (EFO) and has entered into full retirement. Harry
stepped down as General Manager in June 2020 and stayed on to help during the transition and with the intention to retire completely in 2021.
Harry has been an enthusiastic advocate for eggs for much longer than his 20 years with EFO as he likely will be in his retirement. His strong
leadership, creative ideas and charismatic character guided EFO through the ups and downs faced by the industry during his time as General
Manager.
“The Board and I would like to thank Harry for his 20 years of service to EFO,” said EFO Chair Scott Helps. “His leadership, dedication and
passion have helped make EFO what it is today.”
EFO’s Egg Team will fondly remember their time with “The Coach” and join the Board in wishing Harry all the best for a long and happy
retirement.
Congratulations Harry!

EGG TEAM UPDATES
Danielle Fawcett, Inspector, has accepted a new position and has left EFO as
of April 12. Danielle has been working with farmers on their On-Farm Food
Safety and Animal Care Program audits in the Counties of Essex, Lambton
and Middlesex. Any farmers from those regions with with any questions on
their On- Farm Food Safety and Animal Care programs may contact Albert
Visser or Pam Kuipers until further notice. We wish Danielle all the best in her
future endeavours.
Returning to EFO
Jenelle Budhram in EFO’s Quota Department has returned from maternity
on March 25. Jenelle will support the administration and reporting of all
quota transfer activity as well as new farmer set up. Jenelle will also assist
Julie Cangiano in the administrative activities of EFO’s Industrial Product
services.

Finally, Sarah Brien, Digital Media Coordinator for EFO’s Public Affairs
Department returned from maternity leave on April 5. Sarah and Eva Witek,
who will remain with EFO until September, will continue to expand our
digital outreach and maintain our websites and social media channels.
Together, they will also advance a number of outreach projects and asset
updates that will position EFO for success in the digital space.
We welcome Jenelle and Sarah back!

recipe

MONTHLY

KEY LIME PIE

Servings:		
Prep Time:		
Bake Time:		
Chilling Time:

8
30 minutes
33 minutes
about 4 hours

INGREDIENTS
½ cup (125 mL) butter, melted plus 1 tbsp (15
mL) room temperature
1 ½ cups (300 mL) graham cracker crumbs
2 tbsp (30 mL) granulated sugar
4 egg yolks
2 cans (300 mL each) sweetened condensed
milk
¾ cup (175 mL) fresh key lime juice
½ cup (125 mL) 35% whipping cream
½ tsp (2.5 mL) vanilla extract
key lime slices and zest for garnish

“eggs-pert” advice

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). Grease a 9-inch (23 cm) pie plate with 1 tbsp (15 mL)
butter; line bottom of pan with piece of parchment paper.
In a medium bowl, combine graham cracker crumbs and sugar; stir in butter. Using back
of spoon, press graham mixture firmly onto bottom and sides of prepared pie plate. Bake
for 8 minutes until lightly brown.
In a large bowl, whisk together egg yolks, condensed milk and lime juice until thick. Pour
into prepared crust and smooth top with back of spoon. Bake until centre is set but
does not quiver when pan is nudged, 20 to 25 minutes. Place on rack to cool completely.
Refrigerate to chill 3 hours.
In a medium bowl, with electric mixer, beat whipping cream and vanilla until stiff peaks
form. Garnish chilled pie with whipped cream, sliced limes and lime zest.

TIP: Try using ginger cookie crumb instead of graham cracker crumb for a more spicy
twist on the classic crumb.

EGGS IN THE
NEWS

The contest has four categories: most
colourful tree, most elegant tree, most unique
tree, and community tree, which is where
Campbell and her 25 students decided to aim
their efforts.

she feels is particularly relevant given the
pandemic situation today.

John Mahood students enter tree of
kindness into Easter egg contest

Campbell has hopes that her class is
recognized through the teamwork and time
put into the project.

The Observer
April 1, 2021
By Damon Maclean

Each student in Campbell’s class designed
and decorated their own egg, adding a touch
of hope and kindness with a small message
on the back, which Campbell also had
students write on whiteboards.

The class tree is set to be displayed in the
school library on a bulletin board bedecked
with a slogan that reads “Spread Kindness
like Confetti.”

A tree of kindness is springing to life just
in time for Easter in an Elmira elementary
school’s French class.
Until April 4, Egg Farmers of Ontario are
running their first annual #EasterEggContest.
Claire Campbell and the students in 4/5A at
John Mahood Public School have decorated a
tree of their own, looking to claim the prize for
community tree.

A large portion of the rankings is based on the
story of the project, a story of kindness the
class hopes brings victory in the contest.

“We thought during challenging times, it’s
more important than ever to show kindness.”

The trees are judged on a scale of 100 points.
For those who enter the contest, there are
some prizes up for grabs: eggs for a year and ‘a
basket of awesome swag’ for the winner, and
eggs for a dozen weeks and the basket for the
runner-up.

Spreading cheer, joy, and kindness is
something that the teacher of 12 years –
the last four spent at John Mahood – says
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outreach

UPDATES
Easter Tree Contest
Easter 2021 will go down in the history books as the second Easter under the
pressures of a global pandemic. For that reason, EFO wanted to create a unique
way for Ontario to celebrate the holiday.
This lead to the creation of the Easter Tree Contest which encouraged Ontarians
to create Egg Trees for a chance to win one of 8 contest prizes. Decorated trees
could be entered via Instagram or email into one of four categories – most
colourful, most elegant, most unique and finally, community tree. The top two
entries for each category were selected by a panel of egg farmer judges and contest
winners were announced on April 9.
The contest also included a media outreach campaign and EFO spokesperson
Eva Witek was featured on four television segments leading up to Easter: Global
Your Morning Kingston (March 31) ); CP24 Breakfast (March 30); CTV News at
Noon Kitchener (April 1); and CHCH Morning Live (April 2). The contest was
also included in a full column by Rita Demontis and featured across Postmedia
publications, including The Toronto Sun. Mom and lifestyle blogger Julie Findley
(Mom in the Know) featured the contest during a segment on CTV Morning Live
(Ottawa).
The contest had 179 entries. Thank you to Tonya Haverkamp, Sarah Laver and
Chris Mullet Koop who acted as contest judges.

Zone

Director

Email Address

Phone

RSS FEED

1

Scott Helps

shelps@ymail.com

519-464-2744

Don’t miss out on important updates!

2

Lorne Benedict

lbenedict@eastlink.ca

519-281-3321

3

Dan Veldman

dveldd@gmail.com

519-801-5216

4

Roger Pelissero

rpelisseroeggs@gmail.com

905-984-0279

A feature of the farmer website,
www.getcracking.ca/members, offers a Rich Site
Summary (RSS). This is a format for delivering
regularly changing web content.

5

Brian Miller

bwmiller@quadro.net

519-521-1325

6

Tonya Haverkamp

tutzhaverkamp@hotmail.com

519-274-2574

7

Scott Brookshaw

scott@grayridge.com

519-671-7568

8

George Pilgrim

georgepilgrim@hotmail.com

905-376-6869

9

Ian McFall

imcfall@burnbraefarms.com

613-498-8526

10

Marcel Jr. Laviolette

marcel@falaviolette.com

613-806-2847

Pullet

Alvin Brunsveld

brunsvelda@gmail.com

519-319-1874
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Egg and pullet farmers who subscribe to this feed will
receive any updates to the website via email.
Please visit www.getcracking.ca/members/memberfarmer-news to sign up.

APRIL QUOTE

“Everyone you meet is fighting a battle
you know nothing about. Be kind.
Always.”
- Robin Williams

EGG FARMERS OF ONTARIO MISSION STATEMENT
Egg Farmers of Ontario is a farmer-run organization
that manages the supply and orderly marketing of
eggs so consumers can enjoy fresh, safe, high-quality
protein at a fair price.

